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Review of Dec and Jan:
CCFK Gifts to kiddos!
CASA Appreciation lunch!
ICWA Training - we learned so much
and we will definitely have more in
the future!
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Stats:
We currently have 29 active CASAs, and 141
kids in care.
Currently in Coconino County, 1 out of every
3.6 kids gets assigned a CASA. (which is better
than the AZ state average!)



Jeff Pickens - Feb 10  th

Kat Cooney - Feb 15  th

Suzanne Miles - Feb 17  th

Birthdays

Susan Gravelin - Feb 1  st

Karen Plager - Feb 3  rd

Sara Mushro - Feb 24  th

Emma Hudspeth - Feb 28  th

Diana Lopez - Mar 5  th

Claudia Jurowski - Mar 15  th

CASA-versaries
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Spotlight: Jane Tynes 
I retired from teaching in 2017 after 40 years of working with students with disabilities in Florida.
In 2019 I moved to Flagstaff and missed the connection I had with students and families. I saw an
advertisement describing the need for CASAs. I thought being a CASA would be meaningful
and rewarding.

I have been a CASA since November 10, 2022.

What surprised me about being a CASA is the attachment I developed for the children and
families. When you are a CASA you meet children who have experienced all kinds of challenges,
trauma, and difficult life experiences. Although, at times, it was difficult to see what the children
were going through, I really feel I made a difference.
I also was pleasantly surprised at the amount and quality of training available to CASAs.

I stay a CASA, because I believe I really do make a difference. I share resources and information
in order for children to obtain things they need, such as school supplies, clothing, and counseling
to name a few. The most important part of being a CASA is developing a relationship with the
children, so they know they have an advocate.
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If you are considering becoming a CASA, I would advise you
to realize the children and families you meet most likely are in
unusual situations. Acceptance of the differences is most
important. Also, take advantage of relationships with other
CASAs and staff for support.

In my free time I like to hike, travel, and explore all the many
beautiful areas of Arizona. 

In light of the Jurassic World movie last summer, my favorite
dinosaur is the Dilophosaurus because of its beautiful crest
around its skull. Three skeletons were discovered in northern
Arizona in 1940, and the two best preserved were collected in
1942.



CCFK Corner

You can request a grant from CCFK if your kiddos need
something! Here are some fun stats showcasing the
numbers from 2025:

Average number of grant requests per month ---------------- 64
Dollar value of diaper/pullup/wipes ------------------------ $24,450
Total amount expended for grant requests ----------- $194,326
Average amount per month ---------------------------------- $16,193
Number of requests related to summer camps --------------- 20

Dollar Value of those approved ------------------------ $11,810

2025 Grant Requests
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CCFK is willing to cover the registration costs for any CASA
volunteers interested in attending the July ‘26 Child Abuse
Prevention Conference! More details below in the Training
section of the newsletter.

CCFK is now paying for counseling co-pays with private
therapists! There are limits, so reach out with any questions!



Calendar: CASA Events

February 12 , 3-4pm, CCJC (ask
Kate for Zoom link) - CASA
Training

th

Fred Meek from CCFK and
Shawn Pendergast from the
Foster Alliance will come and
teach us all about what
services they offer, and how
you can utilize them!

February 26 , 3-4pm, CCJC (ask
Kate for Zoom link)- CASA Small
Group

th

Join us to vent about your
cases and share successes!

February 27 , 7-10am,
Kickstand Kafe - Coffee with a
CASA

th

This is a recruitment event,
and Kate would love to have
your help! We’ll be set up at
Kickstand Kafe, and we buy
people a free drink if they
stop and talk to us about
CASA!

February
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March 5 , 3-4pm, CCJC (ask Kate
for Zoom link) - CASA Training

th

Ellie Colombo-Hall from Safe
Child will come and give us a
training about Mandated
Reporters, and what your
responsibilities are as a CASA to
report. 

March 19 , 3:30-5pm, CCJC (ask
Kate for Zoom link) - CASA Book
Club

th

We’ll be discussing The
Unexpected Legacy of Divorce.

March 24 , 4-5:30pm, CCJC - CASA
Swearing In Ceremony

th

We’ll be swearing in our newest
CASAs! If you have not been
sworn in, this is for you! And if
you already have, come anyway
and support our new CASAs!
Bring friends and family! 

March 26 , 3-4pm, CCJC (ask Kate
for Zoom link) - CASA Small Group

th

Join us to eat snacks and talk
about your cases without
breaking confidentiality!

March



Hey CASA fam! As CASA staff, we originally wanted to do
Bring-a-Friend Nights this year, as Kate has sent out emails
about. But we are going to pivot, and instead are just going
to be doing CASA Fun Nights! (The Valentine’s Day Bring-a-
Friend Night that Kate notified you about that was going to
be on Tue, Feb 17  will not take place.)th

These CASA Fun Nights will be after-work-hours activities
where we can come together as CASAs and just have fun! It
will be current CASA volunteers only, so you will be free to
talk about cases if you want without breaking confidentiality!
We'll plan on starting these activities in April, so in the
meantime, we wanted to get your thoughts!

Please take a moment to fill out this quick survey to help us
with these CASA Fun Nights! 
Survey link
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CASA Fun Nights

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=nv3WC86EyU2otFsTDwktrh7runkBa5tEmwRFKq32wM9UOVAyMjlSUjdQM09LSzNTMlpYVEVNNE5GMy4u


At Flagstaff Downtown Library

Calendar: Community Events



At Flagstaff Downtown Library



At Flagstaff Eastside Library







Register here or call the Aquaplex at 928-213-2300

https://webtrac.flagstaffaz.gov/webtrac/web/search.html?Action=Start&SubAction=&_csrf_token=pZ6R1H6E0I1H2B2S1N372L4N5P5A5A560L5V4N4W590E5E4E536B095V5U5Z521J5Z656Q4S1J044I524T025R63534C1H5Q6D5I5712734Q6F67165J4T6R690R5Q4R5M&type=CAMP&keyword=&primarycode=&endmonth=&keywordoption=Match+One&dayoption=All&timeblock=&spotsavailable=&bydayonly=No&beginyear=&display=Detail&module=AR&multiselectlist_value=&arwebsearch_noresultsbutton=yes


https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/inactive.php?eventid=868111
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lift-off-youth-conference-tickets-1977927587659?aff=oddtdtcreator


Training Opportunities

Reading this newsletter counts as training! You can count a half
hour for it :)))
This training was put on by the state back in 2011, so it’s a little
outdated, but still provides a lot of great information!
https://www.azcourts.gov/improve/Training/ICWA-Training
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Remember that as a certified CASA, you get to complete 12
hours of in-service training every year. This section of the
newsletter includes some ideas to help you get started on
that for 2026!

If you need any additional help with getting training hours,
or if you just have any questions, reach out to Kate! It is her
job 🙂 

Reminder: Kate holds office hours every
Wednesday from 3-5pm. Just show up with
any questions you have and she will be
available to help! You can bring your laptop if
you are running into technical difficulties. You
can also schedule an appointment if those
office hours don’t work for you!

https://www.azcourts.gov/improve/Training/ICWA-Training
https://www.azcourts.gov/improve/Training/ICWA-Training
https://www.azcourts.gov/improve/Training/ICWA-Training


https://azcourts-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_9DbSZf5WT62C3G8zOaWm6A#/registration
https://azcourts-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0QlzuRLHQre7Iz7roZTiPw#/registration
https://azcourts-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ojGT5dmrStylLeazAVh8fg#/registration
https://azcourts-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_rb_CpqH8RwmZ5nZf-2eLEg


https://azcourts-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_NK91qHxPSvGj8lI3zdUwiA#/registration
https://azcourts-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_XHJ829KbR7C8-anxQpytZw
https://azcourts-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_RW_1bwlATHm4fiMmTqL8rw
https://azcourts-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_47mRVyEVTFqwEUFGR6QwRg
https://azcourts-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_zUr-H2thQUmQCsq3XusL4A




Culture Moment

Remember this?
Flashbacks to Academy

Food is a huge part of culture! As a CASA, you can ask the child what
some of their favorite foods are and communicate that with the
placement. You could maybe even ask the bio parents for a recipe that
the child loves! Does the child’s culture have food that can only be found
at a specific grocery store in town? Ask around and find out where to
shop for them! Or if fast food is a big part of the child’s culture and
what’s familiar to them, that could possibly be a part of your monthly
visits. Sometimes it’s the little things, like food, that aren’t so little to a
child when everything else familiar has been taken away <3

As CASA volunteers, we are supposed to use a Strength Based
Approach! This means acknowledging the resources that exist within a
family (including extended family) and using those strengths to help
meet the needs in the family. This approach creates more options for
resolutions, and it empowers and supports children and families. Here
are some helpful questions to ask to put yourself in a strengths-based
mindset:

How has this family solved problems in the past?
What court-ordered activities have family members completed?
Does the family have extended family or non-relative kin who could
be a resource?
How are family members coping with their present circumstances?
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Confidentiality Reminder Infographic

STOP!

CAUTION

GO!

Share info freely with
DCS, Attorneys,

Tribal social worker,
Judge, FCRB,

CASA Coordinator

You’ll be gathering info from these
people, but rarely sharing it. 

Placement

Bio
parents

Any
family

members

Teachers/
school staff

Service
providers

Probation
officers

CFTs,
TDMs, and

other
staffings

You should not be sharing any
case info with these people

Your
family

Friends

Work
colleagues

Public



As CASA volunteers, you are in the best position out of
anyone to monitor the case and make sure needs are being
met. But what if you notice a need that you’re not sure how
to fill?

Never fear, resources are here! This section of the
newsletter includes different services and resources in the
community available to the kiddos and families you work
with.

Also, reach out and ask! There is a whole team helping you
as a CASA, and a whole team working for this family!

To start you off, Coconino Coalition for Children & Youth has
put together resource directories for Flagstaff, Williams,
Tuba City, and Page. Those can be found here:
https://coconinokids.org/resources/

Services/Resources
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https://coconinokids.org/resources/
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Help us Recruit!

Word of mouth is the best way to recruit new CASA
volunteers!

To help in our marketing and outreach, we would love to
have quotes from you, our real-life CASA volunteers, to post
on social media!

If you’d be willing to help with that, please click on the survey
below. In one or two sentences, tell us why you love being a
CASA, or share a cool story, win, or success you've had with
your kiddos. Please include your name! 

Social Media Quote Survey

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=nv3WC86EyU2otFsTDwktrh7runkBa5tEmwRFKq32wM9URDIwOE5VS0s2NVpUUllXM1NVQ1JLS0Y1My4u


Staff Contacts

Nicole Snow
CASA Program Coordinator - nsnow@courts.az.gov
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Jill Schuldt
Dependency Division Manager - jschuldt@courts.az.gov

Valorie Barriga
CASA Program Coordinator - vbarriga@courts.az.gov

Kate Bracken
CASA Recruiter and Trainer - kbracken@courts.az.gov

Shannon Hardy
CASA Public Support Specialist - shardy@courts.az.gov

Kirsten Mellinger
Dependency Clinician - kmellinger@courts.az.gov

Sandy Quintanilla
Dependency Program Coordinator - squintanilla@courts.az.gov

Amanda Gallegos
Peer Recovery Support Specialist - agallegos@courts.az.gov

Let us know ifyou need helpwith anything!


